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The evolution of a misquotation

We gave you six things Darwin never said
(despite what you may read elsewhere).

None of the fake soundbites is more insidious
than the first:

L€ It is not the strongest of the
species that survives, nor the most
intelligent that survives. It is the
one that is most adaptable to
change.

It is all over the web, and is prominently placed in
the stone floor of the headquarters of the
California Academy of Sciences (though the
original attribution to Darwin has since been
removed).

after CUL DAR 225: 175

Cambridge University Library

Nicholas J. Matzke, of the Department of Integrative Biology, University of California, Berkeley, worked out
its history. As you can read on Nick’s blog, the source is the writings of Leon C. Megginson, Professor of
Management and Marketing at Louisiana State University at Baton Rouge. The quote started out as a
paraphrase. Megginson wrote in 1963:

L€ According to Darwin’s Origin of Species, it is not the most intellectual of the
species that survives; it is not the strongest that survives; but the species
that survives is the one that is able best to adapt and adjust to the changing
environment in which it finds itself.

Megginson, ‘Lessons from Europe for American Business’, Southwestern Social Science Quarterly (1963)
44(1): 3-13, atp. 4.

(A similar version is in Megginson’s article ‘Key to Competition is Management’, Petroleum
Management (1964) 36(1): 91-95.)
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