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Japanese True Seal Industry after World War 1I:
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NEN D BERMBEREHMNENNE
LUEAOREROHEM FREHUEDR
(™ B NN N 2K/ =0 Rice 1998)7 M
HHE D SR E— DNANEREDTL ND
VNN DN (Erignathus barbartus)” ¥ V) R
RINEBIN N Phoca vituling)” T ¥y NNH
NN (Phoca largha)” DWW NINBIN D (Pusa
bhispida)” NN R & NN N (Histriophoca
fasciata) S WERRIE - B0 (DRER
B~ AL Rice 1998 L 0 4£2)° 1)
SO I RANEINN TS ERINE Q- F3R
A OBl SIGE L kg S FERVE
HHEkuS ol | QETI0° UL 18
RIME L w6 VESN D ARESERROR
N0R EERRME O K S
RO O — xR O ¥ | CHRIEY
210 (REBSE—~ov00)® R @il
L3 7 HRAHIR T S # WP R
XYV RRBENE Y 4 (King 1983)° %Y
HHE R MR VRO R0 Q18 e

ERRE O VA QR VR L0 .5 00°
O(HEQRL U RXDRNENNOR
B RERLE S XN OKEMED
RERAsV L BREOELEEFS & —
NAEROFEH ¢ RM VB HHE ~oolR
RN NN DX QHIF R O (1L
noo—)? KBNS IIEER PR R AL
HRSOR B QiR sRE Y
OV 546 5° MGV QERERD 0
K Ve RDROKKEH ¢ HKE -2
~ ORI R £ —DANBRBOHERE
PRE<N ¢ A QERREE WWVEIR
7 BN EZEE 4 R S EIER YRV D
MVRER 0 VR —ono 2 P IER %
2 @pleoown)®

NN QK IRIK A RN - K AT HE
TSI L EQ O R ° IEIRREMHIKS
B 0 0.2 42 18R WP © Y DR ¢
SRH" KR Kl SEKE LS O
S (KE~own)® 1) Q4N SRELEH
KARWOVIEN QR —~owoih B
PO NG OEEB RO N L — AR

Originating as a chartered company established during World War II, the true seal industry
continued to exist in Japan until the 1980s. True seals were first caught in the Sea of

Okhotsk, made into fur products on Japan's main island, Honshu, and sold as souvenirs in Hokkaido.

Later, the fur products were sold by the company in Hokkaido. The catch was estimated at 10,000 animals
in 1976, and the marketr demand reached its peak ac 5,000 largha seals during the period from the late

1970s to the middle of the 1980s. After the establishment of a 200-nautical mile exclusive economic zone

by the Soviet Union in 1977, the fur processors used imported seal skins before finally ending production

in the early 1990s. The true seal populations have been exploited by commercial hunters from both Japan
and Russia, and continue to be influenced by incidental catches and a variety of other factors. The two

countries are responsible for the maintenance of this ecosystem and have been establishing a system for che

management of true seals.

Summary

quwords | marine mammal, seal, fur, souvenir, Okhotsk Sea, Hokkaido
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