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End your year with a mighty mochi pounding!

Sponsored by the NNMCC Auxiliary Committee.
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Through the work of TCV, people improve their
confidence, skills and prospects, through learning
inspired by the outdoors

RSV T 4 ZHE TCV Oz T R—I &R
—JIBATNE M A=Y (T)

https://www.tcv.org.uk/learning

20U it

T3 bT RN 18-19.

Yv—+I, 1.

I—Oy-7AYy o~
[EXVF T RY—EBD
BF ATy — 9

&

BICV

Dry stone walling

Site visit Talk about how a wall is built; show

everyone an existing picce of wall
and point out the details of construc-
tion. Demonstrate how to place
stones and heartings (wall fillings).
Lay the first fow s

Visit the work site in advance to
gain a clear idea of what you will be
dolng.

tones as a team

effort so everyone sees how it is

Check what actually needs doing to
the wall - gapping or total rebuilding
- and determine the source of stones.

Depending on conditions and on the
size of the wall, an experienced
volunteer can build about 2yds (2m)
in a weekend.

Tools
The numbers are given for 3 group
of twelve rebuilding & wall.
Stress the basic rules:
1 Sledgehammer
& Walling hammers
3 Heavy duty buckets
2 Wheelbarrows
2 Batter frames (L if extending an
existing wall) plus string
4 Trenching spades
3 Mattocks (pick-ended)

L. Each stone should rest on two
others and two should rest on it.

2. Keep the courses level and
build both sides up at the same
rate.

3. Keep the hearting stones up to the
level of the face stones.

4. Keep to the correet batter

1 First aid kit (taper).

5. Grade the wall - largest stones

Introduction at b ot smalet a e

Introduce the site, explain the work 6. Never hammer on the wall,

and the reasons for i 7. Step back at regular intervals to
see what the wal looks like.

Tool use and work

Demonstrate correct lifting of
heavy weights (bending the knee and

keeping the back straight 5o that the
leg muscles are used and the back is
not strained).

technique demonstration
Demonstrate and explain the safe
use, carrying and on-site care of
the tools before starting work.
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‘The term "scrub bashing’ is familiar
10 experienced volunteers and new
volunteers soon find out the meaning!
It can come as a shock to discover
that on one's first task, one is
expected to cut vegetation down and
to burn some of it!

Let us consider the reason for this.
“Scrub is the collective term for &
variety of small trees and shrubs,

that usually occur as a phase in the
development of a woodland from an

conditions, may restrict the
development of scrub into woodland.
The diagram shows the succession

phases of the succession can be held
in check,

Different scrub species ocour in

Bl
spinosa) can occur in both types of

habitat

Scrub is a valusble habitat in its own
right, in that it provides nesting
sites and food, in the fors
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Lunch breaks.

Try to finish a certain length per day
or per task, rather than leaving more
started but unfinished.

Ascertain how stockproof the fence
has to be between work periods and
Leave it that way. Can you leave
materials on site overnight?

misledder or empert shoild mcrs
around checking.

encouraging people, enpecmlly at
first, 1o ensure adequate work.
standards.

Clear the fence line

Make sure the fence line is clear of
undergrowth and old fence materials
50 that you have room to work.

Dig in straining and
turning posts

Backdill in layers 3in (Scm) deep,
tamping each layer thoroughly.

Fix the line

Attach and temporarily strain up one
Low wire (not 100 tightly, and ensure
it does not cateh on the ground) or
stretch a piece of string between the
w0 posts. String is not recommended
in windy conditions.

On long runs pat in several inter-
‘mediate posts.

Attach the struts
Check that they will not foul the wires.

G«sip\&g & depends
ound. v s

careul about uprightness. We
gloves to avold blisters. 11 the post
wire on the same is tall wear a safety helmet.
side of all the posts X
# Strain and staple up

Strain and staple up the top wire

Turing post, no first and work downwards.
struts needed if

Use & measuring stick to get the cor-
ergjels:sliit oo height and spaing of she wires.

Knock down any posts that are too
high as you go along. On uneven
ground you may have to allow some
variation in height and spacing 10 a
achieve a smooth Line,

Obtuse angle, haoshuts

but shuts should
ot project inky
et wl

‘The arm on the wire strainer is ade-
quate. Don't add anything o give
extra leverage.

Keep spare people out of the way
while straining up.

If a straining post starts o come
adrift as you strain up, a Spanish
windlass can be used to pull it
straight.

Spanish Windlass

Drive in intermediate
posts

Intermediate posts should be 2-3 yds
(2-3m) apart for stock fences and
about 4yds (m) apart for rabbit
fences.

stick inserted behseen
the wires and

% twisted

This shortens the wire and
pulls the post upright

Take care to ensure the posts are
upright and in line. While two people
drive a post in, a third should be
checking that it is straight.

If you use a mell or a maul on a tall
post, you may need to stand on a
strong, stable box to hit the post
squarely

Whea using a drivall be particularly
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The pond community relies on
sufficient light reaching the water
‘Thus when the pond becomes
surrounded by trees, particularly on
the southern side, and the light becomes
obstructed, biotic activity in the pond

more serious problem is pollution
caused by the dumping of industrial ,
agricultural and household wastes
containing deleterious elements.
Such elements not only enter water
plants immediately, but are held in

Natural succession from open water to woodland

£ e e e
e e g s e e el
P i S e, oo b
1; Prafila through siew pom pond accelerating the process of Increasing recreational use can lead
] 13 succession. to the disturbance of bankside

communities and the open water.
Boats increase turbidity by disturbing
the bottom mud which can choke fine
filter feeding organisms. They can
also cause serious erosion of the
banks. Pollution can be caused by
petrol spills from outboard motors
and thoughtless disposal of rubbish.

The system can, of course, be
influenced at any stage by the activities

e ts fully culmnsrd hy
plants and young 'carr'.

on
2 Tavasion by aquatic plants and
bankside vegetation.

phosphates and dumping of fertiliser
containers causing eutrophication. A

Desirable features of a pond |

6. The marsh plants are eventually
suppressed by the carr, which in

turn is succeeded by true
woodland species

Note the rise in ground level due
to accumulation of dead organic
matter.

completely and become matted with a
Limited range of shallow-rooted plant

species. Trees that are adapted to wet
conditions invade such areas and begin

pond tasks:
causes the death of b
organisms and subm o increase dehydration and aeration

of the mud, improving conditions for

other tree species

The pond will eventually silt up




