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Dry stone walling 5 L
y e Why bash b? ' -
y scru o
Site visit Talk about bow & wall is built; show ‘The term “scrub bashing’ is familiar
everyone an existing piece of wall 0 experienced volunteers and new S
Visit the work site in advance to and point out the details of construc- volunteers soon find out the meaning! TC\/ DEi % 73\ L/
gain  oloa 14ea o what you will be Hlon,  Demonateats how to placo it can come sa s shoo to deserer Ay 17
dolng. stones and heartings (wall fillings) that on one's first task, one is
Lay the first few stones as a team expected to cut vegetation down and — - 57
ik SOl GOS8 st es Spbryoaa sasa how IE1K pyshisplalliphty C U\ Tc N3 °
the wall - gapping or total rebuilding
- and determine the source of stones. Let us consider the reason for this. EEE/_\E/D 71.\ ﬁzy EFE, :E) Z% %) o
E = G
Depending on conditions and on the What is serub? lii} TR b
size of the wall, an experienced
volunteer can build about 2yds (2m) *Serubs is the collective term for a s
in a weekend. variety of small trees and shrubs, i
that usually oceur as a phase in the
Tools jevelopment of a woodiand from an i
O open' habitat. Environment @
b odrmiger e b i) factors, such s harsh climatic e 2
e; 5 I conditions, may restrict the Oy FF=l
tress the basic rules: levelopment of scrub into woodland K= 3
1 Stedgehammer : deelopueat of e ko woodlan, v W A= Rochdale
8 Walling bacuueis e e e e The diagram shows the succession CIRBAE D AW b2 BUY
4 Besry. daty becints e s oy raatu of apem: lime-rich, grassiand fo Bolton o
3 Whseltarrom b - gy oy voodland and llsteates how s B 255 Sl A
2 Batter frames (L if extending an build both sides up at the same Shisdes of tié eiisoasalon. ain ba beld Formby. D47V g A SRR ol
existing wall) plus string rate. sy Ske\mersdale m  Wigan Famworth [hieo Middleton i
4 Trenching spades 3. Keep the hearting stones up to the -
e ey Love of the face siones, e mm
3 Crowhans 4. Keep to the correct batier Ve o
1 First ald kit (taper). 250=
5. Grade the wall - largest stones Ry Leigh 7/5‘125— Su9
Introduction : the bottom, smallest at the H mmm A {1550 Manchester Stalybridge
P ALYZ m " aack
Introduce the site, explain the work 6. Never hammer on the wall. N R (s7) m Hyd
and the reasons for it. 7. Step back at regular intervals to Bootl St Helens, m el
see what the wall looks like. Cighe &=
Tool use and work : .),(7 W INeF I PN elN
technique demonstration ~ Demenstrate correct lcting of = . m Birchwood e e
heavy weights (bending the knee and Liverpool m 2 S he Rope &Anchol P
Demonstrate and explain the safe keeping the back straight so that the 2 b [557] WL
use, carrying and on-site care of leg muscles are used and the back is s &2 frese) \amngton - kymm L] {15
the tools before atartng work. ot strained). WestKirby A @
m 2 - SH i 2 1= /E S pletor e -8 )
NCE o Speke. Runcorn Thorn s R
eyl >~ M@ Wilmslow bl
TR 7 Al
7';‘/\»/ DRI Knutsford [14]
A = ek &3 SCT”
careful about uprightness. Wear well Ellesmere Port J=R 4 F NAES L7

Lunch breaks.
gloves to avold blisters. If the post

is tall wear a safety helmet.

wire on the same
side of all the posts

Try to finish a certain length per day
or per task, rather than leaving more

started but unfinished.

Strain and staple up

Ascertain how stockproof the fence
has to be between work periods and
Leave it that way. Can you leave
materials on site overnight?

The leader or expert should move

and
encouraging people, especially at
first, 1o ensure adequate work
standards.

Clear the fence line

Make sure the fence line ls clear of
undergrowth and old fence materials
50 that you have room to work.

Dig in straining and
turning posts

Backill in layers 3in (Scm) deep,
tamping each layer thoroughly.

Fix the line

Attach and temporarily strain up one
Low wire (not 100 tightly, and ensure
it does not catch on the ground) or
stretch a piece of string between the
w0 posts. String is not recommended
in windy conditions.

On long runs pat in several inter-
‘mediate posts.

Attach the struts

Check that they will not foul the wires.

Grosspiece awgh depends
o ground cowdifions

Tuning st o
St raded

avgle is slgnt

Obtuse augle, wo shufs

but shuts shoud
ot project into
patawl

Drive in intermediate
posts

Intermediate posts should be 2-3 yds
(2-3m) apart for stock fences and
about 4yds (m) apart for rabbit
fences.

Take care to ensure the posts are
upright and in line. While two people
drive a post in, a third should be
checking that it is straight.

1t you use a mell or a maul on a tall
post, you may need to stand on a
strong, stable box to hit the post
squarely

When using a drivall be particularly

Strain and staple up the top wire
first and work downwards.

Use & messuring stick to get the cor-
rect height and spacing of the wires.

Knock down any posts that are too
high as you go along. On uneven
ground you may have to allow some
variation in height and spacing 10 a
achieve a smooth Line,

‘The arm on the wire strainer is ade-
quate. Don't add anything o give
extra leverage.

Keep spare people out of the way
while straining up.

If a straining post starts o come
adrift as you strain up, a Spanish
windlass can be used to pull it
straight.

Spanish Windlass

stick inserted behween
the wires and
cwisted

Tiis shortens the wire and
pulls the post upright

Natural succession from open water to woodland
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1. Proile through new ma
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rea is fully colonised by
plants and young 'carr.

6. The marsh plants are eventually
suppressed by the carr, which in
turn is succeeded by true
woodland species

Note the rise in ground level due
to accumulation of dead organic
matter.

organisms and subm

The pond will eventually silt up

completely and become matted with a
Limited range of shallow-rooted plant
species. Trees that are adapted to wet
conditions invade such areas and begin
to increase dehydration and aeration
of the mud, improving conditions for
other tree species

more serious problem is pollution
caused by the dumping of {ndustrial ,
agricultural and household wastes
containing deleterious elements.
Such elements not only enter water
plants immediately, but are held in
the mud and released slowly over a

The pond community relies on
sufficient light reaching the water

‘Thus when the pond becomes
surrounded by trees, particularly on
the southern side, and the light becomes
obstructed, biotic activity in the pond
is reduced. At the same time

excessive debris, such as leaves and  period of time.
broken branches, accumulate in the

pond accelerating the process of Increasing recreational use can lead
succession. to the disturbance of bankside

communities and the open water.
Boats increase turbidity by disturbing
the bottom mud which can choke fine
filter feeding organisms. They can
also cause serious erosion of the
banks. Pollution can be caused by
petrol spills from outboard motors
and thoughtless disposal of rubbish.

The system can, of course, be
influenced at any stage by the activities
of man, Besides simple neglect,
perhaps the major influence is the
unintentional leaching of nitrates and
‘phosphates and dumping of fertiliser
containers causing eutrophication. A

Desirable features of a pond |

7/

7, ot 'Vv///

_ vottom sirlice
7

BHDOBERBLELEF L WVWER



